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% An Ohfer^atkn of Two Boys hit by a Mad 
Dog^ Commmicdted by Dr. Martin Lifter^ 
Fellow of the CoiL of Fhyf mid K^ S* 



Bout the laft of OBoher^ ^^79^ '^t happened that 
Two Boys of Ten and Nine Years Old, of a San- 
gain and Cholerick Complexion, did touch and handle 
the Head of a Dog which had been wounded by a Mad 
Dog, which by the handling and wafhing of his Wound 
by tiie Children, the Dogio wounded w^as healedi and 
did not become Mad. 

But about May, 1680. the Children became fo unwell, 
and were feized with a paining Grief towards the bottom 
of their Bellies, which did grind and torment them with 
Pain and Trouble, which afccnded gradually upwards to- 
wards their NaviL 

And about the Firft of jF^/y, together with the fore- 
faid Grkf, they were taken with a flow Flux, and with 
Fainting Fits by times, when the fore- faid Pains aflault- 
ed them. After they had continued thus for a time, 
their Pain and Grief afcended towards and above the 
Stomach, whereupon followed very violent and Convul- 
fi^e-like Motions, in their Bodies, efpecially about the 
Stomach and Belly, by which they were toiOfed and 
tumbled and difturbed in the whole Body, with (bme 
foaming at the Mouth, in the interim of their Fits ,• now 
and then thefe Symptoms continued and increafed until 
the latter end of Augufl that the}^ were taken with the 
Fear of Water, and could not indure to look into any 
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Liquid thing, until the Cup was covered, but forrhwith 
would have fallen down as dead, and fo would have layn 
a little time as in a founding or dead Fit j and then would 
have tumbled andtofled in the fore-faid violent Motions 
and Diftrafl:ions of their Bodies, moaning and groaning; 
and ordinarily, the Eldefl: efpecially, fnarled, barked, 
and endeavoured to bite like a Dog, they continued m 
this fit for an Hour fometimes, and fometimes kfs^ and 
fo came out of the Convulfive-like Motions, lying as it 
had been in a Sound, a little before they came out of the 
Fits, and when they did come out of the Fits, would have 
cropen away in a feared manner from any who had bem 
by them : and thus within an Hour, or little more^, they 
came fo out of their Fits, that they were alfo well and 
as much them felves as ever* 

Obferve that they both took the Fits and came out of 
them at the fame time i as foon as the Eldeft fell in, im- 
mediately the Youngeft took the Fit, and when the Eldeft 
began to come out of the Paroxifin or Fit,, the Youngeft 
became forthwith well. And thus they remained under 
the faid Symptomes until the middle of Septemher^ eve* 
ry Day taking the faid Fits, in which they could no£ 
rpeak,and in their Intermiffions were astowardly and in 
their Wits as ever. 

But about the middle of Septemher^ about which time, 
efpecially their Barking and fnarliog like a Dog came, 
they became more wild j fo as for fome Days nov*^ and 
then, even whilft out of their torturing Fits,, they would 
not endure any Company, no riot fo much as to come 
near one the other, but would have, fled from all others, 
fo from one another, and thus continued of this Difpofi- 
tionfor a Week j and then the Eldeft drew near his Fa- 
ther, faying as one fiirpri2'd, Father. I am wt^i md. (b 
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he and the other became forthwith well, that they would 
not only converfe with Friends and others, but alfc look 
into the Water without any fear j and as well in their 
Wits and Memories as ever, nnd io continued to be well 
for Three or Four Days, and after that fell ill again, aod 
remained ill Six or Seven Days, at the end whereof they 
becTame well, in faying as formerly on a fuddain to their 
Father, father, I am well ; and thus became well about 
the end of Septemher^ and continued both well as ever 
they were, to the Apprehenfion of ail On-Iookers, until 
the end of January^ that the Eldeft had fome Fits like the 
former ; but the Youngeft remained well ever fince 
Septemler. 

Obferve, that fometimes in Augufi^ when the Symp- 
tomes did fo appear as the Learned took up the Diftem- 
per to flow from the Poifon of a Mad Dog, there were 
Dofes of Antimony and Mercurius /^/V^ prekribed which 
accordingly was adminiftred, together with Antidotes of 
Venice Treacle, Powder of Crabs Eyes, and other 
^things. 
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